A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
to  the Levant.   One found it  everywhere:   the  'Prankish
Chivalry.'
Now, the nucleus of this was the empire (as we may justly
call it) which begins with Henry Plantagenet. It all held together
on both sides of the Channel, and bade fair to grow into some-
thing more powerful than the old half-Germanic Empire, which
was beginning to lose its battle against the Papacy. As like as
not the Plantagenet state would absorb by marriage or otherwise
the Capetian monarchy at Paris—the nominal suzerainty of
Poitou, Aquitaine, Normandy, and the rest—and might at last
become the one main Christian state after the pattern which
Charlemagne had failed to establish.
Development of the Royal Courts.   This great realm of
England formed the most important part of the Anglo-French
territory, through its wealth and its size, compared with those of
the other provinces.   In acreage it rivalled, though it was not
quite equal to, the whole of the Continental possessions of
tie Plantagenets, even when these came to include Brittany,
through the marriage of Henry's son with the heiress of that
duchy.   The revenues of England had always been high—that
is, the proportion of the national wealth which found its way
into the English Exchequer and could be controlled by the
reigning King was very large in comparison with the proportion
of such wealth available in the Continental provinces, and to the
monarchs of other states.   The English kingship got more out
of the English people than did the English king, as Duke of
Normandy, Count of Anjou, etc., out of those provinces.  And he
got more than did the king of France or the lesser kings in
Spain.   It was thus his immediately available wealth, quite as
much as the extent of his territory, which gave Henry his very
high position in the Europe of that moment.  With this financial
and political power went the rapid development of the royal
government—that is, of the courts.    The Curia Regis, thej
development of which we saw beginning under Henry I, grew
in complexity and function throughout the reign; and its three
principal activities—financial,  judicial,  and  executive—were
clearly separated.  The judicial side, the Curia sitting in banco—
*on the bench*—was the origin of what we still call the Bench
of Judges.   The Exchequer (which was kept at Winchester
during this reign, but moved to Westminster under Henry's
sons), already an existing function before Henry's time, was now
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